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Pictured left to right are Supervisor Ed Romaine, Artice Hale, Reverend Dr. Beres ford Adams, Deborah
 La'Sass ier, Georgette Grier-Key, Marvin Colson, Councilwoman Connie Kepert and Deputy
 Supervisor/Councilman Dan Panico at the Town's  Black His tory Month Clos ing Ceremony.

Farmingville, NY - O n February  28, Supervisor Ed Romaine, Deputy  Supervisor Dan P anico, C ounc ilwoman C onnie
Kepert  and C ounc ilwoman Kathleen Walsh were  on hand to  honor Black  H is tory  Month during  a  ceremony  held  at
Town Hall. A t  the  event, Supervisor Romaine  recognized  three  Brookhaven A frican-A merican res idents  who  have
made a difference in the lives  of so many people through their accomplishments  and service to the community.

The honorees  were:

•  A rtice  Faye  Hale  -  Firs t  Lady  of  the  C orners tone  C hurch  of  God  in  C hris t  in  Gordon  Heights  who  has  been
recognized for her outs tanding contributions  and service to the local, national and worldwide community.

• Sonya Dungee -  A n ac tive  member of the  V erizon Telecom P ioneers , a  network  of volunteers  who effec t pos itive
change in local communities .

• Marvin C olson -  direc tor of Development Disabilities  P rograms  and C linical  A ssoc iate P rofessor at the School of
Soc ial Welfare at Stony Brook Univers ity.

"The  soc ial,  cultural  and  his toric  impac t  that  A frican  A mericans  have  had  on  our  country  is  truly  remarkable
cons idering what they've  had to  endure  and overcome,"  said Supervisor Romaine, "I  am very  proud to  honor such
outs tanding  Brookhaven  res idents  who  have  achieved  the  A merican  dream for  themselves  and  are  committed  to
helping others  in the community live a better life and realize that dream as  well."

"I  was  honored to speak at this  year's  A nnual Black H is tory Month C los ing C eremony and apprec iative to have the
ability  to  offer  my  remarks ,"  commented  Deputy  Supervisor/C ounc ilman  Dan  P anico. "I  congratulate  this  year's
honorees  and found the presentations  to be extremely thought provoking and very well done."

"O ne cannot truly  unders tand A merican H is tory  without unders tanding the  his torical  experience  of black  people  in
this  nation and the  bravery, fortitude, and sac rifice  of the  people  who  fought  for jus tice  and freedom in A merica,"



s tated C ounc ilwoman Kepert.

C ounc ilwoman Walsh said, "The his tory of A frican-A mericans  in this  country is  as  rich and deep rooted as  any other
race  or nationality. I t  was  an honor to  share  in  this  spec ial  celebration and  I  congratulate  those  who  have  been
recognized for their personal accomplishments  and their generous  community service."

The ceremony inc luded an invocation by the Faith Baptis t C hurch P as tor, Reverend Dr. Beres ford A dams, who was
also  a  gues t  speaker along with Robert  G. Wilson, retired C hemical  A nalys t  at  Brookhaven National  Laboratory; a
reading  of "When C olors  Fade"  by  poet  Deborah  La'Sass ier; and  a  video  presentation  of "H idden  and  Forbidden:
O bjec ts  of Intolerance Evolving Depic tions  of Blacks  in A merica"  by Dr. Georgette Grier-Key. A lso featured were a
vocal performance of "Lift Every V oice"  by C arley Germain and E lijah Tucker, eighth grade s tudents  from Longwood
Junior H igh School; and a rendition of "God Bless  A merica,"  performed on bass  by Nazaria Burke, also a s tudent at
Longwood Junior H igh School.
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